
Tongala Annual Meet and Eaglehawk Scratch Meet Reports 
 

Tongala 1st March and Eaglehawk 8th March, 2009 
 
 
A small contingent of 4 swimmers made the trek to Tongala for the only short-course meet in the 
District on March 2nd. The meet is usually a pleasant change from the rest of the long course 
season, although warm weather usually brings the unique challenges of plagues of flies, attracted 
by the nearby milk processing plant. 
 
The meet itself carried the by now regular challenges of timing and computer delays, with the final 
events not posted for more than an hour after completion. Despite the small numbers of attendees, 
Bendigo East swimmers distinguished themselves. Jayde Robinson swept the girls 13-14 years 
50m events, winning 4 gold medals, with 2 excellent short course PBs. Zoe Schneider won gold in 
the open 100m IM and 100m free, silver in the open 100m breaststroke and butterfly and bronze in 
the girls 15 years and over 50m back, fly and free events to take home 7 medals. The Williams 
sisters also competed well, Ella taking bronze in the girls 13-14 years breast and freestyle, and 
Ruby winning gold in the open 100m backstroke and 15 years and over 50m back and fly, silver in 
the 15 years and over 50m breast and freestyle, and bronze in the open 100m IM for 6 medals. 
 
The following week the club was more strongly represented at the annual Eaglehawk Scratch meet, 
which is the last warm-up event before All Junior semi-finals. 18 swimmers represented the club, 
and all swam really well. The relay squads in particular performed brilliantly, winning 4 of the 6 
relay events. The highlights of the meet included the ongoing domination of the girls 12-13 years 
events by Jayde Robinson, Rebecca Holmes and the rapidly improving Makayla Hamilton, the 
girls 14-15 years events by Eleanor Rodda and Steph Goode and the battle for bragging rights 
between Callum King and Max Pearse in the boys 10-11 years events. Special mention should be 
made of the effort of Imogen Douglass, age 7, who swam in the girls 13 and under freestyle relay 
and helped her team finish 5th. 
 
Overall, Bendigo East swimmers won 46 medals, including 22 gold. In addition, 16 PBs were 
recorded, always an impressive achievement in the Leisure Centre pool. Medal winners included: 
 
Rebecca Holmes:  6 gold, 2 silver  
Jayde Robinson:  5 gold, 1 silver 
Eleanor Rodda:  5 gold 
Zoe Schneider:  3 gold, 2 silver 
Steph Goode:   3 gold, 1 silver 
Jenna Strauch:  3 gold, 1 bronze 
Callum King:   2 gold, 4 silver 
Harrison Pearse:  2 gold, 3 silver, 2 bronze 
Makayla Hamilton:  2 gold, 1 silver, 3 bronze 
Max Pearse:   1 gold, 2 silver, 2 bronze 
Houston Pearse:  1 gold, 1 silver 
Isabella Symons:  1 gold, 1 silver 
Patrick Dove:   3 silver Harrison Pearse strokes to success in the boys 13/U IM 

Darcie Peiper:   1 silver, 1 bronze 
 
Isabella Douglass swam 3 excellent PBs, and Hannah Holmes one PB. Through the efforts of 
Marlene Schneider, a timekeeping roster ensured parent duties were not too onerous, and a relaxed 
day was had by all. Next (and final) stop for the season – All Juniors semi-finals and finals at 
MSAC, where 23 swimmers will compete. 


